
Advancing Innovation: AI Pre-Summit 2026 Concluded Successfully at NERIST 

The AI Pre-Summit 2026 was successfully conducted at North Eastern Regional Institute of Science and 

Technology (NERIST) on 17th February 2026, marking a significant step toward fostering awareness, 

research, and innovation in the field of Artificial Intelligence. 

The programme was graced by Prof. Narendranath S, the Director, NERIST, as the Chief Guest, who 

delivered an inspiring address highlighting the importance of Artificial Intelligence, its vast scope, 

emerging challenges, and its transformative impact on education, research, and society. He emphasized 

the need for academic institutions to actively contribute to AI-driven advancements aligned with national 

priorities. 

The event was further honored by the presence of the Dean (R&D), NERIST, Prof. Madhu Bala Sharma as 

the Guest of Honour. In her address, she underscored the relevance of organizing such forward-looking 

initiatives in alignment with the nation’s mission toward technological excellence and self-reliance. she 

stressed that collaborative efforts in AI research and innovation are essential for strengthening the country’s 

global standing. 

The programme witnessed the gracious presence of Prof. Sarsing Gao, Dean (Academic), and Prof. M 

Chandrasekaran, Dean (Administration), Heads of Departments, officers, faculty members, research 

scholars, students, and participants from academia and industry, reflecting the wide interest and 

interdisciplinary relevance of AI. 

The technical sessions were delivered by distinguished experts: Dr. Piyali Das, Faculty Member, Department 

of Electrical Engineering, NERIST, and Dr. Lilapati Waikhom, Faculty Member, Department of Computer 

Science and Engineering, NERIST. Both speakers delivered insightful and engaging presentations, covering 

diverse dimensions of Artificial Intelligence, including its applications, awareness, challenges, research 

opportunities, innovation pathways, and future prospects. Their sessions stimulated thoughtful discussions and 

encouraged participants to explore AI-driven solutions in their respective domains. 

The programme was effectively coordinated by Dr. Meera Yadav, Coordinator (R&D), NERIST, and Prof. 

Madhusudhan Mishra, Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, NERIST. The event was 

meticulously organized and successfully conducted, benefiting more than 50 participants. The AI Pre-

Summit 2026 stands as a testament to NERIST’s commitment to promoting emerging technologies and 

nurturing a culture of research, innovation, and academic excellence. “Artificial Intelligence is not just a 

technology of the future; it is the foundation of tomorrow’s innovation.” 
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